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lsok/keZ% ijexguksA
;ksfxuke~ vfi vxE;k%AA & HkrZ`gfj

deZ;ksxh izks- vkj-ih-O;kl dh yksd;k=k
MkW- nklukjk;.k

fdlh fo'kky oV o`{k ds uhps [kM+s gksdj tc ge foLe;&foeqX/k
gks mlds foLr`r vk;ru dh vksj ns[krs gSa] rc D;k ge lksp Hkh ikrs gSa fd
;g fojkV o`{k dHkh ,d ljlksa ds nkus tSls NksVs ls cht ds Hkhrj fNik
gqvk Fkk\ mlh izdkj 12 vxLr] 1922 bZloha rkjh[k ds fnu] uFkkorksa dh
ckjh] uopkSfd;k eksgYys esa ekjokM+ jkT; ds ije ;'kLoh nkuohj jktO;kl]
Jh ukFkks th ds oa'k esa Jh vkbZnl O;kl] Jhefr bUnjdkSj O;kl ds lcls
NksVs (ikaposa) iq= ds :Ik esa tks f'k'kq tUek mls ekrk&firk us vius b"V
Hkxoku Jh jke dk izlkn eku ukedj.k fd;k ^jkeizlkn*A mls ns[kdj
ml le; dkSu lksp ik;k gksxk fd Hkfo"; esa mlds lqnh?kZ thoudky esa
'kuS% 'kuS% vk'p;Ztud izfrHkk dk] ,slh mnkj psrk euh"kh dk fodkl
gksxk] ftldk izHkko ns'kdky dh e;kZnk ds Hkhrj lhekcº gksdj Hkh
cgqvk;keh jgsxk_ tks loZnk fHkUu fHkUu le; dks fHkUu fHkUu ifjfLFkfr;ksa
ds ifjos'k esa Hkh lrr~ fodflr gksdj] uj&ukfj;ksa ds izk.kksa esa ekuokRek
dh 'kk'or efgek] lR;&U;k;&eS=h dh ltho izsj.kk ,oa fuHkZ; gks yksd
dY;k.k djus dh LQwfrZ txkrh jgsxhA ukedj.k] chtea= gksrk gS uoksn;
f'k'kq dkA

^jke* lEiw.kZ osnksa dk lkj gSA vuUr dksfV cz„k.Mksa dk ewy vk/kkj
gSA ;g ek= ,d uke ugha oju~ egkea= gSA jke izR;sd izk.kh ds 'kjhj dh
thou 'kfDr gSA ckY;dky ls gh jke 'kkar LoHkko ds /kuh] e/kqj ,oa
ferHkk"kh] ifjokj dh /kkfeZd&lkaLœfrd ijEijkvksa ds vuqxkeh] dq'ky
f[kykM+h vkSj dq'kkxz fo|kFkhZ ds laLdkjksa ls ;qDr FksA dkykUrj esa bUgha

laLdkj chtksa ls vf/kdkf/kd izLQqfVr&iYyfor gksdj] jkeizlkn uked
fiz;n'kZu rstLoh izfrHkk'kkyh uo;qod us [ksyks a] v/;;u&v/;kiu]
lektlsok] bfrgkl ys[ku ,oa 'kks/k ds lkFk lkFk lekt ds dbZ f'k{k.k
laLFkkuksa dks iqu% lathouh iznku dj u;k thou gh ugha fn;k oju~ ml ;qx
ds yksduk;d Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl&'ksjs jktLFkku dh ukjh f'k{kk ds izfr
mRdafBr yyd dks lkdkj ewrZ djus gsrq vius ledkyhu izcqº euhf"k;ksa
ds lg;ksx ls Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku vkSj efgyk egkfo|ky;
tSlh f'k{k.k laLFkkvksa dh LFkkiuk dk Js;l dk;Z dj fn[kk;kA

cht ds vadqj.k ls o`{k ds iw.kZ fodkl dh izfÿ;k Hkys gh tYnh&
tYnh gksrh gS] ijUrq bl ^tYnh* uked Rofjr le; bdkbZ esa Hkh dbZ o"kks±
dk le; fNik gksrk gSA blfy;s cht ds isM+ cuus esa vkSj O;fDr ds
lEiw.kZ fodkl esa o"kks± yx tkrs gSaA blfy;s Jh] fot;] Hkwfr vkSj uhfr
/kz qok flº euh"kh izks- jkeizlkn O;kl dh yksd;k=k ds 93 o"kks ± dk
ys[kk&tks[kk ;qxkuq:Ik ÿeokj gh fn;k tk ldrk gS] lkxj ls xkxj Hkjk tk
ldrk gS] xkxj esa lkxj ugha] D;ksafd og vlhe gSA

izfrHkk lEiUu vuq'kkflr vksyfEi;u f[kykM+h

izfrHkk lEiUu vuq'kkflr f[kykM+h & fdlh vksyfEi;u [;kfr
vftZr jkeizlknth ds firk Jh vkbZnklth O;kl jsyos foHkkx esa Vh-vkbZ-
in ij jrux<+&lqtkux<+ esa dk;Zjr FksA blfy;s vkidh gkbZLdwy rd
dh f'k{kk lqtkux<+ o jrux<+ esa gqbZA mu fnuksa esa vki QqVckWy vkSj
okWyhcky [ksyrs vkSj bu [ksyksa esa vkius mu fnuksa chdkusj dh jkT;Lrjh;
izfr;ksfxrkvksa esa /kwe epk j[kh FkhA mu fnuksa Ldwy ds izfrHkkoku Nk=
f[kykM+h ds :Ik esa vkidh [;kfr lokZf/kd FkhA chdkusj jkT; esa viuh
Ldwy dk izfrfuf/kRo djrs gq, vkius ^gkbZ tEi* esa izFke LFkku izkIr fd;k
FkkA chdkusj dh jkT;Lrjh; okWyhcky Vhe ds vki dIrku Hkh jgsA i<+kbZ
ds ctk; [ksyksa esa dhfrZeku LFkkfir djus ds dkj.k gh dkykUrj esa mPp
v/;;u gsrq vkidks tks/kiqj ds tloUr dkWyst esa izos'k izkIr gqvkA
tloUr dkWyst dh okWyhcky Vhe ds yxkrkj rhu o"kks± rd vki dsfIVu
jgsA tks/kiqj dh okWyhcky Vhe ds Hkh vki f[kykM+h jgs vkSj dbZ
izfr;ksfxrkvksa esa Hkkxhnkjh fuHkkbZA loZ Jh xksihukFkth] t;ukjk;.kth
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tks/kkor] Jh pUnth Fkkuoh vkSj gchc rc vkidh Vhe esa ofj"B lg;ksxh
f[kykM+h gqvk djrs FksA vkidh okWyhcky Vhe us jktLFkku ds bUVj
dkWyst eqdkcyksa esa dbZ ckj fot;Jh izkIr dhA vkidh dSfIVuf'ki esa
tks/kiqj dh okWyhcky Vhe jktiwrkuk vksyfEid esa fot;h jghA lu~ 1942
esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; vksyfEid izfr;ksfxrk esa Hkkx ysus okyh jktiwrkuk Vhe
ds vki f[kykM+h jgsA lu~ 1945 esa vkidks jktiwrkuk okWyhcky Vhe dk
dIrku cuk;k x;kA okWyhcky [ksy esa vkius ukuk lEeku] ind] dylZ
vkSj LVklZ vftZr fd;sA bl izdkj ,d izfrHkkoku uo;qod Nk= f[kykM+h
ds :Ik esa vkius vksyfEi;u f[kykM+h ds Lrj dh [;kfr vftZr dh vkSj
[ksy ,oa f'k{kk txr ds rRdkyhu vf/kdkfj;ksa dks foeqX/k dj fn;kA

LFkkuh;] izknsf'kd] vUrizkZnsf'kd ,oa jk"V™h; Lrj ds vksyfEi;kMksa
esa viuh vn~Hkqr [ksy izfrHkk fujarj vH;klh] vuq'kkflr f[kykM+h ds :Ik
esa vkidh mHkjrh Nfo vkSj pgq° vksj QSyh [;kfr us rRdkyhu vaxzst
f'k{kk funs'kd Jh dkWDl ,oa ekjokM+ jkT; ds f'k{kk ea=h jko jktk g.kqoUr
flag dh vka[kksa dk rkjk cuk fn;kA f'k{kk funs'kd Jh dkWDl ;qok fo|kfFkZ;ksa
ds fy;s i<+kbZ ds lkFk&lkFk [ksyksa dh vfuok;Zrk ds fgek;rh Fks vkSj
ekjokM+ jkT; ds rRdkyhu f'k{kk ea=h jko jktk Jh g.kqoUrflag vUrjkZ"V™h;
Lrj ds [;kfr uke ^iksyks* f[kykM+h FksA ;qod f[kykM+h vkj-ih- O;kl bu
nksuksa [ksy izseh mPpkf/kdkfj;ksa ds pgsrs cu x;sA [ksy thou esa vkius
fu"i{krk] LoLFk [ksy Hkkouk] lg;ksx&lkSgknZ] dq'ky usr`Ro] okd~la;e]
vkRefo'okl vkSj vuq'kkflr thou tSls pkfjf=d xq.kksa dk fodkl fd;kA
dkykUrj esa ;s gh lkjs xq.k vkids cgqvk;keh O;fDrRo ds vk/kkj LrEHk
cusA

[ksy&izfrHkk ls thfodksiktZu dk iwokZ/kZ

vius fo|kFkhZ thou esa v/;;u euu dh vis{kk [ksyksa dks izkFkfedrk
nsdj ;qok jkeizlkn O;kl us [ksyksa ds ukuk dhfrZeku LFkkfir fd;sA ind]
lEeku] DylZ&LVklZ tSls [ksykaœrks a ls foHkwf"kr gk sdj tc vkius
thfodksiktZu ds {ks= esa izos'k dh Bkuh rks fcuk fdlh izfrLi/kkZ ds vkids
le{k ukSdfj;ksa dh drkjsa yx x;hA [ksy izseh vaxzst iz'kkldksa us vius

pgsrs mnh;eku ;qok f[kykM+h ds fy;s jsyos] f'k{kk foHkkx] lSfud izf'k{k.k
dsUnz vkSj lSU; lsokvksa esa euethZ ls ukSdjh Lohdkjus ds [kqys volj
iznku dj fn;sA

mu fnuksa tks/kiqj dk pkSikluh gkbZ Ldwy [ksy iVqrk] 'kkS;Z ijkÿe
izf'k{k.k ,oa Nk= v/;kid vuq'kklu dk vkn'kZ f'k{k.k laLFkku Fkk vkSj
[ksy izseh dkWDl lkgc bl Ldwy ds fizUlhiy ,oa f'k{kk funs'kd FksA
;qod vkj-ih- O;kl us vfr mRlkfgr f[kykM+h gksus ds dkj.k] f[kykM+h
izf'k{k.k dks rjthg nsrs gq,] blh Ldwy esa bUVjxzsM f'k{kd ds :Ik esa
thfodk vkjEHk dh vkSj 'kh?kz gh Ldwy ds lokZf/kd yksdfiz; f'k{kd cu
cSBsA pkSikluh f'k{k.k laLFkku dh [ksy izfrHkkvksa dks fu[kkjus] mudh Kku
fiiklk dks lar`Ir djus ds fuR; uSferd drZO; deks± esa vki th&tku ls
tqV x;sA vkidh yksdfiz;rk vkSj vuq'kkflr thou iºfr dh mŸkjksŸkj
ijh{kk dh ?kM+h vHkh 'ks"k FkhA

jktiwrh 'kkS;Z&ijkÿe dh /kjksgj ds :Ik esa ;qº dh rS;kjh ds fufer
lSfudksa dh HkrhZ vkSj jktiwrksa ds 'kkS;Z ijkÿe ds izf'k{k.k ds fy;s ekjokM+
ujs'k us orZeku iqfyl ykbZUl ds lkeus] ,d dksBh esa ^lSU; izf'k{k.k
Ldwy* [kksyk vkSj dkWDl lkgc dh lykg ij vkidks izfrfu;qfDr ij]
mldk fizUlhiy fu;qDr dj fn;kA

lSU; izf'k{k.k Ldwy dk fizUlhiy dksbZ flfofy;u dSls cu ldrk
gS\ ekjokM+ ds lSU;kf/kdkfj;ksa] Bkdqjksa&eqlkfgcksa esa cgl fNM+ xbZA dbZ
mPpf/kdkfj;ksa dh HkkSags ru x;h] ijUrq dkWDl lkgc ds izHkko ls ekeyk
nc x;k vkSj fookn dqN le; ds fy;s Vy x;kA [ksy izf'k{k.k ls lSU;
izf'k{k.k laLFkku dh iz'kklfud ftEesnkjh dks O;klth us ukuk O;o/kkuksa ds
ckotwn cM+h dq'kyrk ls fuHkk;kA dkWyst thou dh ,u-lh-lh- V™Sfuax ds
lkFk&lkFk f[kykM+h dh vkÿedrk] vuq'kklucº vkRefo'okl bl
izcU/ku&iz'kklu esa lgk;d gqvkA dqN le; ds ckn xzstw,V xzsM esa inksUur
gks] rcknys ij vkidks lkaHkj tkuk iM+kA ghjs dh ped dHkh eUn ugha
gksrh] lkaHkj esa Hkh vkn'kZ f'k{kd ds :Ik esa vkidh dhfrZ pgqa vksj QSyus
yxhA vkl&iM+ksl dh Ldwyksa ds gSMekLVjksa ds chp] Jh O;klth dks
viuh&viuh 'kkykvksa esa ykus dh gksM+ eph] lHkh dkWDl lkgc ls lEidZ
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lk/kus yxs rks mUgksaus xqnM+h ds yky dks vU;= Hkstus dh ctk; vius gh
ikl] tks/kiqj ds njckj Ldwy esa cqyok fy;kA

^vinhiksHko*

tks/kiqj ds njckj Ldwy esa v/;kiu ds nkSjku O;klth us vuqHko
fd;k fd muds vU; lgdehZ v/;kid 'kS{kf.kd ;ksX;rkvksa esa muls c<+
p<+ dj FksA njckj Ldwy dk 'kS{kf.kd okrkoj.k pkSikluh ,oa muds
dk;Z{ks= dh nwljh Ldwyksa ls loZFkk vyx FkkA ogka [ksyksa dh ctk;
v/;;u&vuq'khyu ij v/;kiu djrs gq, vkius tc vius Hkfo"; ds
ckjs esa fpUru fd;k rks mUgsa viuh Hkwy dk ,glkl gqvkA eu esa fopkj
mBk v/;;u ij [ksydwn dks ofj;rk nsdj] 'kS{kf.kd ;ksX;rkvksa dh
mis{kk djds v/;kiu thou esa mTtoy Hkfo"; dh dkeuk e`x&efjfpdk
ugha gS rks D;k gS\

;qxhu ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa Hkh cnyko vk jgk FkkA Hkkjr LorU= gks x;k]
[ksy&izfrHkk ikj[kh dkWDl lkgc tSls vaxzst iz'kkld Hkkjr ls fonk ys jgs
FksA jktLFkku izkUr xfBr gks x;k vkSj Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl ds usr`Ro esa
yksdfiz; ea=h eaMy us izns'k dh ckxMksj laHkkyhA jktk'kkgh dk tekuk
[kRe gksrs gh [ksyksa dks jkT;kJ; feyuk can gks pqdk FkkA ubZ ljdkj ds
vf/kdkfj;ksa dh n`f"V esa mnh;eku f[kykfM+;ksa }kjk vftZr dhfrZekuksa]
indksa] dylZ&LVklZ dk dksbZ egRo 'ks"k u FkkA ,e-,-] ,e-,l-lh-
vkSj ih,p-Mh- dh fMfxz;ka fy;s brj izns'kksa ds yksx jktLFkku izns'k esa
izk/;kid cudj vk jgs FksA v/;kiu {ks= esa 'kS{kf.kd ;ksX;rkvksa dk gh
loZ= cksyckyk FkkA ,sls laÿe.kdky esa dhfrZeku uo;qod f[kykM+h us
[ksy dk eSnku NksM+dj iqLrdky; esa cSBdj] ,e-,-] ih,p-Mh- tSlh
mPp 'kS{kf.kd ;ksX;rkvksa dks vftZr djus dk ladYi fy;kA egkiq#"kksa
vkSj larksa ds thou n'kZu v/;;u ds nkSjku O;klth dks Hkxoku cqº }kjk
vius f'k"; Hknzd dks fn;s vafre lw=&cº mins'k ^vinhiksHko* ls cgqr
izsj.kk feyhA ^vinhiksHko* (viuk nhid Lo;a cuks) ;gh cqº dk vafre
mins'k FkkA ftldk vk'k; ;g gS fd Lo;a dks fufyZIr cukdj] vkRek dh
iw.kZ bZekunkjh ls deZ djsa rks vkuUn dh izkfIr ds lkFk lkjs ladYiksa dh
lgt iw.kZfr gks tkrh gSA cl blh lw= okD; dk lnSo ds fy;s xkaB cka/kdj

;qok v/;kid Jh O;kl us egkfo|ky; esa O;k[;krk cuus dk ladYi
fy;k vkSj xgu v/;;u euu esa tqV x;sA mu fnuksa dh ckr gS tc tks/kiqj
ds tloUr dkWyst esa bfrgkl dh LukrdksŸkj d{kk,a (,e-,-) izHkkr esa
vkSj dkuwu (ykW) dh la/;kdky esa yxk djrh FkhA vkius ,e-,- bfrgkl
esa izos'k fy;k vkSj xgu v/;;u euu ,oa ifjJe ls bfrgkl esa ,e-,-
dh mikf/k vftZr dh vkSj lkFk gh lkFk vkius ,y-,y-ch- ikl dj
dkuwuosŸkk cudj] thfodk dekus dk vfrfjDr ekxZ Hkh iz'kLr fd;kA
tc jktLFkku izns'k dh yksdfiz; ljdkj us mPp f'k{kk izlkj gsrq vusdkusd
u;s egkfo|ky; [kksys rc vki MhMokuk ds jktdh; egkfo|ky; esa
bfrgkl ds O;k[;krk (ysDpjj) fu;qDr gq,A dkykUrj esa LFkkukUrj.k
gksdj vki igys ljnkj'kgj jktdh; dkWyst esa dk;Zjr jgs vkSj ckn esa
tks/kiqj esa uO; LFkkfir ,l-,e-ds- dkWyst esa bfrgkl ds izk/;kid in ij
dk;Zjr gq,A lu~ 1962 esa vki tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; esa bfrgkl ds
O;k[;krk in ij fu;qDr gks x,sA

y{; dh vksj rsth ls c<+rk f[kykM+h tSls ihNs eqM+dj ugha ns[krk]
oSls gh O;klth bfrgkl v/;srk ds mŸkjksŸkj dhfrZeku lsfeukj] i=okpuksa
ds ek/;eksa ls vftZr djus dh /kqu esa yx x,sA

/kqu ds /kuh] izk/;kid jkeizlknth us [;kfr izkIr bfrgklfon~ MkW-
cukjlhnl lDlsuk ds funs Z'ku esa ^jksy vkWQ ukscsfyVh bu ekjokM+
(1800&1873)* fo"k; ij tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; ls ih,p-Mh- mikf/k
vftZr dhA dkykUrj esa izks- n'kjFk 'kekZ Hkh vkids 'kks/k funsZ'kd jgsA

Ok"kZ 1970 bZ- esa vki tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; ds bfrgkl foHkkx esa
jhMj p;fur gq, vkSj 1982 bZ- esa foHkkx ds v/;{k in ls lsokfuo`Ÿk gq,A
bl izdkj thou ds iwokZºZ esa [ksy&dwn dks ofj;rk nsdj tSls vki
dhfrZeku f[kykM+h cus] thou ds mrjkºZ esa oSls gh dhfrZeku v/;kid
,oa bfrgkl v/;srk cudj xkSjo eafMr gq,A

la;eozrh% le; ds izgjh

[ksy&dwn ds vH;klh tc [ksyks a ds eSnku NksM+dj v/;;u&
v/;kiu ds xq#Ÿkj dk;Z esa izo`Ÿk gks xzaFkks a ds vuq'khyu esa O;Lr gksus yxs
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rks vpkud e/kqesg ;kfu Mk;fcVht dh ?kkrd chekjh us vk ?ksjkA ;qok
'kjhj dh jDr f'kjkvksa esa tc vkuqoaf'kd vkSj olk;qDr xkfj"B Hkkstu dh
vf/kdrk ls ikpura= fcxM+ tkrk gS] rc ;g jksx O;fDr dks yx tkrk gSA
O;klth us viuh fuR;&uSfefrd thoup;kZ dks] la;e dh izpaM vfXu esa
rikdj] #X.kdk;k dks vaxzsth fpfdRlkijd funku dh vis{kk izkd`frd
funku ls dqUnuor~ cukus dh Bkuh vkSj vUrrksxRok lQy gq,A blds
fy;s lcls igys vkius vfuok;Z 'kkjhfjd O;k;ke ds fy;s] fu;fer
,d&Ms+<+ ?kaVs Vsful [ksyuk vkjEHk fd;kA fu;fer lSj ds fy;s vkius ?kj
(vklksi dh iksy) ls fo'ofo|ky; rd iSny tkuk&vkuk 'kq: fd;kA
viuh Hkkstu iz.kkyh esa vkewy ifjorZu dj vkius fuR; [kku&iku dks
la;fer fd;kA lUrksa dk dFku gS&^^;fn vius fopkjksa ij viuk vf/kdkj
pkgrs gks rks viuh jluk ij vf/kdkj dj yksA** ,slk ns[kk x;k gS fd
ftUgksaus Hkkstu ij vf/kdkj fd;k gS] mUgksaus vius eu ij rks vf/kdkj
fd;k gh gS cfYd vkxs txr~ ij Hkh vf/kdkj dj ik;s gSaA izks- jkeizlkn th
O;kl ij ;g lUr dFku iwjh rjg pfjrkFkZ gksrk gSA

loZfofnr gS fd iqf"Vdj czk„.kksa dk pVksjkiu mudk fuR;izfr dk
Hkkstu cgqr xfj"B ,oa Hkkjh rks gksrk gS fQj fookg vkfn ioksZRloksa dk [kkuk
rks NIiu Hkksx cu tkrk gSA izks- jketh us fe"Bku] vR;f/kd ?kh&rsy vkSj
elkyksa ds lkFk&lkFk vkyw&pkoy tSls [kk|kUuksa dk iw.kZ cfg"dkj dj
fn;k vkSj mcyh lCth] lknh idh ewax dh nky] nkukesFkh ds lkFk nks fcuk
pqiM+s Qqydksa dh [kqjkd] nksuksa oDr ysuh 'kq: dhA thoui;ZUr vki ,slk
gh lknk Hkkstu ysrs jgsA ^e/kqesg* jksx ,slk Hkkxk fd iyV dj Hkh mlus
ihNs eqM+dj ugha ns[kkA bl Hkkstu la;e vkSj fu;fer iSny&nkSM+ dk
lqQy gqvk fd vkidh 'kkjhfjd LQwfrZ vkSj rstxfr iqu% ;qokvksa ls gksM+
ysus yxhA

fdlh euksoSKkfud us crk;k gS fd tc euq"; le; dh ikcUnh dk
vH;kl djrs&djrs mlls y;cº gks tkrk gS] rc HkkSfrd ?kfM+;ksa ij
mldh vkfJrk lekIr gks tkrh gSA D;ksafd rc mlds Luk;qra= esa dkf;d
?kM+h (ckWM+h okWp) fodflr gks tkrh gSA ,slh fLFkfr esa og le; dk
xqyke u gksdj mldk izgjh cu tkrk gSA dSlk Hkh] dksbZ Hkh vykeZ mlds

cks/k ladsr ls iwoZ ct gh ugha ldrk D;ksafd vykeZ esa ctus okys le; ds
ikap&lkr feuV iwoZ ls gh Luk;qfod vykeZ ml O;fDr ds le; cks/k dks
tkxzr dj nsrk gSA blhfy;s oDr ds ikcUn yksx ^le; izgjh* gks tkrs gSaA
vkt dh ysV&yrhQh fj;k;r esa Hkys gh ,sls yksx] oDr dh ikcUnh dks
dkslrs gSa] ijUrq vknru os foo'k gksrs gSaA

tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; esa bfrgkl fo'k;xr ,e-,- dh izHkkrdkyhu
d{kk,a izkr% 7 cts ls vkjEHk gksrh FkhA izkr% 7 cts 'kq: gksus okyk igyk
ihfj;M dksbZ Hkh izk/;kid i<+kus dks rRij ugha gksrk Fkk D;ksafd mlds fy;s
cgqr lsosjs vkuk tks iM+rk FkkA izks- vkj-ih- O;kl th dh vykeZ izHkko
osyk dk dyjo FkkA if{k;ksa ds dqatu ij 'kS;k R;kxus dh cjlksa iqjkuh
vknr ds dkj.k] mUgsa vYy lqcg rS;kj gksdj fo'ofo|ky; igqapus esa
dksbZ fnDdr u FkhA vr% mUgksaus yxkrkj dbZ o"kks± rd igyk ihfj;M oDr
dh ikcUnh ds lkFk i<+k;kA

lnhZ] xehZ vkSj cjlkr Ωrq vk;s&tk;s ij oDr ds ikcUn izks-
O;klth ihfj;M ds ,suoDr d{kk esa izos'k djrs fn[k iM+rsA vusd ckj
dM+dM+krh lnhZ esa eqag ls ckQsa fudkyrs ;k cjlkr dh fjef>e esa eYgkj
xkrs eLrekSyk fo|kFkhZ izks- O;kl dh le;cºrk dks ysdj 'krs± yxkrs
ijUrq udkjkRed i{k lnSo gkfu mBkrkA izks- O;klth dh pqLrh&QqrhZ vkSj
rstxfr ls izHkkfor muds fo|kFkhZ etkd&etkd esa mUgsa vkrk ns[kdj
^X;kjg uEcj dh cl jkbZV VkbZe* dh mfDr QqlQqlkdj 'kh?kz d{kk esa
izos'k dj tkrs FksA bl ifjgkl iz'kfLr esa izks- O;klth dh] Nk=ksa esa
yksdfiz;rk dh >yd feyrh gSA

;|fi eSa] bfrgkl dk fo|kFkhZ ugha gwa rFkkfi eSaus lquh gS ,d
,sfrgkfld fdaoUnrh&baXyS.M dh egkjkuh ,sfytkcsFk (izFke) vius dks
oDr dh ikcUn ekurh Fkh vkSj bldk izn'kZu izk;% fd;k djrh FkhA tc
egkjkuh egy ls fudydj viuh vaxj{kd lSU; VqdM+h dh lykeh ysrh
rc lehi gh fLFkr fo'kky Vkoj ij Vaxh ?kfM+;ka nl ctkrh Fkha] Hkys gh
le; fdruk gh D;ksa u gksA og Bgjh baXyS.M dh egkjkuh] mls oDr dh
ikcUn gksus ij xoZ FkkA ml xoZ ds j{kkFkZ cspkjk Vkoj deZpkjh ?kM+h dh
lqbZ;ka idM+ dj cSB ldrk FkkA O;klth Bgjs fo'ofo|ky; ds ,d
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f'k{kd] mUgsa oDr ds ikcUn gksus dh vknr tks Bgjh] ijUrq bfrgkl foHkkx
ds pijklh dks izks- O;klth dh le; ikcUnh ij xoZ vkSj iwjk Hkjkslk FkkA
og O;klth ds d{kk izos'k ij izkr% 7 cts viuh vkSj foHkkx dh ?kfM+;ka
t:j feyk fy;k djrk FkkA mldks u rks fdlh ch-ch-lh- vFkok vU;
le; ra= dh tkudkjh Fkh] cl ,dek= fo'okl izks- O;klth ds vkxeu
dk FkkA ,sls le; ds izgjh Fks izks- vkj-ih- O;kl thA

dkykUrj esa izks- jketh X;kjg uEcj dh cl dh ctk; nks ifg;ksa
okyh lkbZdy ij lokjh djrs gq, fo'ofo|ky; igqapus yxsA vklksi dh
iksy fLFkr vius vkokl ls] cgqr rM+ds lkbZfdy Hkxkrs tloUr dkWyst
ekxZ dh vksj c<+rs gq, vkidks izkr%dkyhu eaxyk n'kZukFkhZ izk;% ns[kk
djrs FksA nksigj esa ykSVrh ckj] fot;h flikgh dh izQqYy eqnzk esa
galrs&eqLdjkrs] fdlh laxh lkFkh ls cfr;krs] cksf>y lkbZfdy dks gkFk esa
Fkkes] in;k=h ls iqu% bl ekxZ ij vkids n'kZu gks tkrsA

tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; esa ,d v/;;u'khy] la;eh] vuq'kkflr]
lqlaLœr] fuMj] LokfHkekuh ,oa fujis{k O;k[;krk ds vkn'kZ :Ik esa vkidh
,slh Nfo cuh] ftldh iz'kfLr lHkh lgdehZ izk/;kid fd;k djrs FksA
vusd o"kks± rd izks- O;klth Nk=kokl ds v/kh{kd] phQ izkWDVj Mhu ,oa
Nk=ksa ds fo'oLr ijke'kZnkrk dk viokn eqDr dk;Zdky iw.kZ fd;kA Nk=
vlUrks"k ds mQurs Tokjdky esa Hkh vki vfMx flºkUroknh phQ izkWDVj
:ih izdk'k LrEHk cus jgsA dkWyst ,u-lh-lh- ;qfuV ds Hkh vki vf/kd`r
lapkyd jgsA

izks- vkj-ih- O;kl th ds i<+k;s ukuk f'k";ks a us] izns'k ds dbZ
egkfo|ky;ksa&fo'ofo|ky;ksa esa v/;kiu dj vikj [;kfr vftZr dhA
vusd ,sfrgkfld xzaFk fy[ks vkSj izk;% lsfeukjks a es a] vius mŸkjksŸkj
Kkuo/kZd ds fy;s Nk;s jgrs gSaA jktLFkku bfrgkl] fo'ks"kdj ekjokM+ ds
bfrgkl] jktLFkkuh Hkk"kk vkSj lkfgR; ds ,ulkbZDyksihMh;k ds uke ls
[;kr izks- tgwj [kka esgj dks vius xq#o;Z izks- vkj-ih- O;klth dh
vlk/kkj.k izfrHkk vkSj es/kk ij xqeku gSA izks- nsoukjk;.k vklksik vkSj izks-
lkSHkkXk ekFkqj Hkh izks- vkj-ih- O;kl ds [;kruke f'k"; jgs gSaA

bfrgkl iq#"k

fdlh dky[k.M fo'ks"k esa ?kfVr ?kVukÿeksa dk jktuSfrd] lkekftd]
vkfFkZd ,oa lkaLœfrd ifjizs{; esa v/;;u&fo'ys"k.k dh laKk ;fn bfrgkl
gS] rks izks- vkj-ih- O;kl dks ^bfrgkl iq#"k* dgk tk ldrk gSA vkidk
lewpk thou ekjokM+ vkSj iq"dj.kk leqnk; dh xkSjo'kkyh ,sfrgkfld
lkaLœfrd ijEijk dh gh ,d dM+h izekf.kr gksrk gSA

ekjokM+ bfrgkl izflº egknkuohj jktO;kl Jh ukFkksth ds oa'kt
Hkkjrh; LorU=rk vkUnksyu dh i`"BHkwfe esa] ekjokM+ lkeUr'kkgh ds
izHkko'kkyh vaxzst f'k{kkf/kdkfj;ksa ds pgsrs vkSj rRdkyhu vksyfEi;kM ds
dhfrZeku f[kykM+hA [ksy txr esa viuk bfrgkl cukus okysA bfrgkl
fo"k; esa ,e-,-] ih&,p-Mh- dh ;ksX;rk vftZr djus okys bfrgklosŸkk]
O;k[;krk vkSj tks/kiqj fo'ofo|ky; ds bfrgkl foHkkx ds igys ih&,p-
Mh- MkW- O;kl dh ih&,p-Mh- Hkh vn~Hkqr vkSj vuks[kh ̂ jksy vkWQ ukscsfyfV
bu ekjokM+ 1800&1873 ,-Mh-* ;kfu bZ- lu~ 1800&1873 ds dky[k.M esa
ekjokM+ esa lkeUrokn dh HkwfedkA fo'ofo|ky; esa v/;kiu ds lkFk&lkFk
vkius vusdkusd ,sfrgkfld xzaFkks a dk fu:i.k fd;kA bfrgkl fo"k; esa
'kks/kdk;Z gsrq lgdehZ izk/;kidksa ,oa es/kkoh Nk=ksa dks vuqizsfjr fd;kA
'kks/k funsZ'kd ds :Ik esa vusd 'kks/kkfFkZ;ksa dk 'kks/k dk;Z esa ekxZn'kZu
fd;kA

egku~ ,sfrgkfld uk;dksa ;Fkk egkjk.kk izrki] esokM+ egkjk.kk jktflag]
egkjk.kk dqEHkk] Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl vkfn ds thou ij ,sfrgkfld xzaFk
ys[ku ls lEeku ,oa iqjLdkj vftZr fd;sA ekjokM+ bfrgkl ij ys[ku ,oa
'kks/kdk;Z esa ;ksxnku gsrq ekjokM+ ds HkwriwoZ egkjktk Jh xtflagth us o"kZ
2000 bZ- esa vkidks ^ikydh fljkSik* iznku dj lEekfur fd;kA esgjkux<+
fLFkr egkjktk ekuflag iqLrd izdk'k 'kks/k laLFkku ds eq[; ijke'kZnkrk
,oa E;qft;e V™LV }kjk iznku fd;s tkus okys ukuk ^ekjokM+ jRu* iqjLdkj
lEeku] p;u lfefr ds la;kstd ds :Ik esa vkius dbZ o"kks± rd dk;Z
fd;kA mlh V™LV us vkidks llEeku ^ekjokM+ jRu* iqjLdkj nsdj vkHkkj
O;Dr fd;kA
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o"kZ 1967 esa izks- vkj-ih- O;kl th us ^jktLFkku fgLV™h dkaxzsl* dh
LFkkiuk dh vkSj o"kZ 1967&70 rd blds tksbZUV lsÿsVjh( o"kZ 1970&76
rd lsÿsVjh] o"kZ 1984 esa izlhMsUV cusA o"kZ 2009 esa jktLFkku fgLV™h
dkaxzsl ds efgyk ih-th- egkfo|ky; esa vk;ksT; ^jktLFkku fgLV™h dkaxzsl*
ds 25osa l= dh nwljh ckj v/;{krk djus dk xkSjo vkidks feykA

vla[; 'kks/ki=ksa dk okpu&izdk'ku izks- vkj-ih- O;kl }kjk le;&
le; ij ;=&r= vk;ksT; lsfeukjksa esa fd;k x;kA muds lEiw.kZ C;kSjs ds
fy;s ,d i`Fkd xzaFk fy[kk tk ldrk gSA

,slh fo'kn] xgu v/;;u&euu] 'kks/kijd bfrgkl fo"k;d ehy
iRFkjksa ls xqtjrh gqbZ] thou ds 93 o"kks± esa iw.kZ gqbZ] bfrgkl iq#"k dh
yksd;k=kA

deZ;ksxh izks- vkj-ih- O;kl dh lekt lsok

dBksifu"kn esa ekuo thou dh lkFkZdrk ds fy;s pkj Ω.kksa ls
mΩ.k gksuk] vfuok;Z crk;k x;k gSA os pkj Ω.k gSa&1- ekr`&fir` Ω.k 2-
nso Ω.k 3- Ωf"k Ω.k (xq# Ω.k) 4- Hkwek Ω.kA crk;k x;k gS fd bu
Ω.kksa ls mΩ.k gq, fcuk ekuo dks eqfDr ugha feyrhA

ftl izdkj O;fDr ds ekrk&firk us oSfnd laLdkj ds vuqlkj
fookg djds] vius ifjokj dks iq=&iq=h vkfn larkuksa dk migkj lekt
dks fn;k gSA mlh izdkj gj ,d lq;ksX; ,oa LoLFk O;fDr dks fookg
ijEijk ls] ifjokj dks larku laink ls le`º djuk pkfg;sA u tkus fdl
oa'k ijEijk ls txn~ xq# 'kadjkpk;Z] oYyHkkpk;Z] Jh jked`".k vkSj
foosdkuUn tSlh foHkwfr;ksa dk izkdV~; gks tk;sA izks- vkj-ih- O;klth us
ekr`&fir` Ω.k eqfDr gsrq ,oa vius x`gLFk thou dks vuqdj.kh; cuk;k
vkSj os rhu&rhu lq;ksX; iq=ksa ds tud cusA

nsoksa us /kjrh] ty] ok;q] vfXu tSls ewyHkwr rRo ge Hkwfeokfl;ksa
dks futdY;k.k ,oa thou;kiu ds fy;s iznku fd;sA ge vius Je ls
budk nksgu djs] viuh vko';drkuqlkj vkSj 'ks"k NksM+ ns vU;tuksa ds
mi;ksfxrkFkZA vUu] oL=] HkkSfrd laink] /kukfn dk mi;ksx O;f"V ls
leh"V rd ds fy;s lqxe gksA izks- O;klth egknkuohj ukFkksth ds ,sls gh
oa'kt gSA

gtkjksa o"kks± iwoZ ls Ωf"k xq#tuksa us tks fofo/k Kku laink ih<+h&nj&
ih<+h ge rd igqapkbZ gS vkSj ml Kku ls ykHkkfUor gks] ge thfodksiktZu
dj jgs gSaA ogh Kku uoksfnr ih<+h dks gesa nsdj tkuk gSA blds fy;s
v/;kidh; thfodk ds vfrfjDr Hkh gesa fu/kZu] viax ,oa loZgkjk oxZ ds
Nk=&Nk=kvksa dks fu%'kqYd Kku nku nsuk pkfg,sA izks- vkj-ih- O;kl th us
bl drZO; deZ dkss loksZPp izkFkfedrk lkFk ls thoui;ZUr fuHkk;kA 31
vxLr] 1982 esa Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl fo'ofo|ky; ds bfrgkl foHkkx esa
izksQslj vkSj foHkkxk/;{k in ls lsokfuo`Ÿk gksus ij] 'ks"k lkjk thou vkius
f'k{kk ds izpkj] izlkj vkSj 'kS{kf.kd izcU/ku esa gh O;rhr fd;kA thou
dh vafre ?kM+h rd vki] vius }kjk LFkkfir efgyk ih-th- egkfo|ky;
dh 'kS{kf.kd xq.koŸkk esa Jho`fº dh ppkZ djrs gq, eks{kyhu gq,A

f'k{kk {ks= esa izks- vkj-ih- O;klth dk ;ksxnku

dBksifu"kn~ esa ^Hkwek Ω.k* ds fo"k; esa crk;k x;k gS&O;fDr lekt
dh bdkbZ gS] O;fDr;ksa ls lewg vkSj fHkUu O;fDr lewgksa ls curk gS lektA
blfy;s izR;sd O;fDr dk drZO; deZ gS fd cz„p;Z] x`gLFk ls okuizLFk
vkJe esa izos'k djrs gh Lofgr ls ijfgr dh vksj mUeq[k gks tk;sA ;kfu
LokFkZ dks frykatyh nsdj ijekFkZ esa iwjh fu"Bk ls tqV tk;sA ^Hkwek* dk
rkRi;Z lef"V fgr ls gSA izks- vkj-ih- O;klth us rks 60 o"kZ dh vk;q esa
lsokfuo`Ÿk gksrs gh] lekt dh f'k{kk lsok djus dk chM+k mBk fy;kA vki
iqf"Vdj ,T;wds'ku V™LV ds V™LVh cusA M+s<+ lkS o"kZ iqjkuh bl ,T;wds'ku
V™LV }kjk pkj f'k{k.k laLFkk,a lapkfyr gksrh Fkh&Jh lqesj iqf"Vdj lhfu;j
lSds.Mjh Ldwy] Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl ckfydk fo|ky;] Jh t;ukjk;.k
O;kl ifCyd Ldwy (bafXy'k ehfM;e) vkSj ckM+esj fLFkr Jh t;ukjk;.k
O;kl ch-,M- dkWystA V™LVh gksus ds lkFk&lkFk izks- O;klth bu lHkh
f'k{k.k laLFkkuksa ds lsokozrh izcU/k lfpo jgsA o"kZ 1987 ls 2001 rd dh
14 o"khZ; vof/k esa vkius cUn gksus ds dxkj ij igqaps gq, bu f'k{k.k
laLFkkuksa dks u;k thou nsdj uxj ds loksZRœ"V f'k{kk laLFkkuksa ds Lrj rd
igqapk fn;kA Hkz"Vkpkj] HkkbZ&Hkrhtkokn] vuq'kklughurk vkSj detksj
izcU/k O;oLFkkvksa ds dkj.k iq"dj.kk lekt dh bu f'k{k.k laLFkkvksa dks
dyad ,oa vi;'k dk xzg.k yxk gqvk Fkk] ftlds QyLo:Ik buds cUn
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gksus dh ukScr vk pqdh FkhA deZB deZ;ksxh izks- O;klth us lekt lsok
Hkko ls vius izcU/kd lfpo dk;Zdky esa yxHkx ,d djksM+ #i;s V™LV
laifŸk ds fdjk;s] tuizfrfuf/k;ksa dh fuf/k;ksa ,oa nkuknkrkvksa ls tqVkdj
bu f'k{k.k laLFkkvksa dks iqutZUe iznku fd;kA

yksduk;d Jh t;ukjk;.k O;klth ukjh f'k{kk&nh{kk ds fgek;rh
FksA muds uke ls iqf"Vdj lekt dh f'k{k.k laLFkk;sa] ,T;wds'ku V™LV }kjk
lapkfyr Hkh gks jgh FkhA ijUrq mudk Lrj Ldwyh; f'k{kk rd gh lhfer
FkkA mPp v/;;u ds fy;s lekt dh Nk=kvksa dks fo'ofo|ky; }kjk
lapkfyr deyk usg: xYlZ dkWyst tku iM+rk FkkA

ml tekus esa tc ekrk&firk csfV;ksa dks Ldwy Hkstus ls Hkh drjkrs
gksa] uxj ls cgqr nwj jkbZdk ckx jsYos LVs'ku ds lehi fLFkr ds-,u-;w-
dkWyst esa yM+fd;ksa dks mPp v/;;u ds fy;s Hkstus dks dSls jtkean
gksrs\ vr% lekt dh vf/kdrj Nk=k,a mPp f'k{kk ls oafpr jgus dks
foo'k FkhA izks- vkj-ih- O;klth us o"kZ 1987 esa ek= 41 Nk=kvksa ls
iqf"Vdj lh-lS- Ldwy esa gh] efgyk egkfo|ky; dh LFkkiuk dj nhA
izks- O;klth ds bl iquhr dk;Z esa rRdkyhu x.kekU; iz'kkldh; ,oa
f'k{kkf/kdkjh Hkh lg;ksxh cus vkSj mu vkB fof'k"Vtuksa us la;qDr :Ik ls
fey cSBdj ^Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku* uked V™LV xfBr dh]
bldk iathdj.k djok;k vkSj bl V™LV ds v/khu efgyk egkfo|ky;
lapkfyr djus dk fu.kZ; fy;kA Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku dh
LFkkiuk ds v"V LrEHk egkuqHkkoksa dk ukeksYys[k bl izdkj gSa&1- Jh
txUukFk th iqjksfgr 2- izks- ts-ds- O;kl 3- izks- JhpUn Fkkuoh 4- Jh
';kefd'ku th O;kl 5- izks- ,-Mh- cksgjk 6- izks- gjnŸk th iqjksfgr 7- Jh
f'koyky th O;kl vkSj vkBosa Lo;a izks- vkj-ih- O;klA Jh lqesj iqf"Vdj
lhfu;j lsds.Mjh Ldwy dh Lo.kZ/kwyh esa 2 vDVwcj 1987 dks ftl efgyk
egkfo|ky; dk chtkjksi.k ek= 41 Nk=kvksa ls gqvk] izks- jkeizlkn ,oa
muds lg;ksxh ckSfºdtuksa ds vFkd iz;klksa ls dkykUrj esa flokaph xsV ds
ckgj fLFkr Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl ckfydk lhfu;j lsds.Mjh Ldwy Hkou
ls mldk ikS/kk ygygk;k] vkVZ~l vkSj dkWelZ QsdYVh esa Nk=kvksa dh
la[;k lgL= ikj dj x;haA Nk=kvksa dh la[;k esa vizR;kf'kr c<+ksrjh dk

dkj.k egkfo|ky; ds ijh{kk ifj.kke vkSj Nk=kvksa dk la;fer vuq'kklu
gh FkkA 2 vDVwcj 2002 esa efgyk egkfo|ky; deyk usg: uxj esa]
lwjlkxj jksM ij vius Lo;a ds uo&fufeZr Hkou esa tk LFkkfir gqvkA
dkykUrj esa vkVZ~l] dkWelZ ds lkFk foKku fo"k; esa Hkh egkfo|ky; esa
LukrdksŸkj Lrj dk mPp v/;;u 'kq: gqvkA vkt 3500 Nk=kvksa dh
la[;k okyk efgyk ih-th- egkfo|ky; lw;Zuxjh esa ukjh f'k{kk dk dhfrZeku
T;ksfrZ LrEHk gSA Jh t;ukjk;.k O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku }kjk lapkfyr bl
egkfo|ky;h ladqy esa efgyk ih-th- egkfo|ky; ds lkFk&lkFk nks vU;
^izks- ,-Mh- cksgjk eseksfj;y foesu ykW dkWyst* vkSj ̂ efgyk ch-,M- dkWyst*
Hkh layXu gSaA MkW- vkj-ih- O;klth }kjk iqf"Vdj Ldwy dh Lo.kZ/kwyh esa
jksik x;k uUgk&lk efgyk egkfo|ky; dk ikS/kk vkt jtr f'k[kj (pkanuk
Hkk[kj) rys fojkV cjxn cu dj ukjh f'k{kk&nh{kk dh vy[k txk jgk gSA

izks- vkj-ih- O;klth efgyk egkfo|ky; ds vkjfEHkd fizUlhiy]
dkykUrj esa bldh izcU/k lfefr ds mik/;{k] v/;{k jgsA ^Jh t;ukjk;.k
O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku* }kjk lapkfyr lHkh egkfo|ky;ksa ds v/;{k jgrs gq,
vkius efgyk ih-th- egkfo|ky; dks] lsfeukjksa dk x<+ cuk fn;kA thou
i;ZUr vki bl f'k{k.k laLFkku ds iqjks/kk laLFkkid v/;{k cudj blds
lrr~ fodkl esa rRij jgsA mlh ds QyLo:Ik igys jkT; ljdkj us bls
^ekWMy dkWyst* ?kksf"kr fd;k vkSj o'kZ 2017 esa esgjkux<+ E;qft;e V™LV us
efgyk f'k{kk esa fof'k"B ;ksxnku ds fy;s bls ^ekjokM+ jRu* iqjLdkj
lEeku ls uoktkA Lokeh foosdkuUn dh f'k";k Hkxorh fuosfnrk ;qokvksa
ls laokn ds le; dgk djrh Fkh&^^R;kx vkSj lsok eks{k izkfIr ds fy;s
ughaA lalkj esa ykus&ys tkus dk dke Hkxoku dk gSA blfy;s eks{k izkfIr
dh bPNk ls lsok dk;Z ugha djuk pkfg;sA R;kx vkSj lsok fu%LokFkZ Hkko ls
gksuh pkfg;sA**

deZ;ksxh izks- vkj-ih- O;klth us Hkh fu%LokFkZ Hkko ls R;kx vkSj
lekt lsok dh D;ksafd gekjs fo|ky;] izdYi] dk;Z iºfr] mRlo vkfn
lc dqN O;f"V ls lef"V rd&jk"V™ tkxj.k] euq"; fuekZ.k ds leqfpr
volj] loZlqyHk djokus gsrq gh LFkkfir gSA

Professor R.P. Vyas Memorial Lecture-V 15 16 Professor R.P. Vyas Memorial Lecture-V



yksd O;ogkj iq#"kksŸke

egkRek xka/kh V™LVhf'ki fopkj/kkjk ds izcy leFkZd jgs gSaA mUgksaus
/kuh vkSj fu/kZu] Jfed vkSj m|ksxifr] /kkfeZd laLFkkvksa] f'k{kk eafnjksa
vkfn dks ,dkf/kdkj ls eqDr djds lejlrk Hkko ls lapkfyr djus ds
fy;s V™LVhf'ki flºkar ij cy fn;kA rkfd O;fDr vkSj laLFkk;sa lqpk:
O;oLFkk ls fcuk fdlh }sr Hkko ds] ijLij izse&lkSgknZ ls dk;Z djsaA izks-
O;klth dks V™LVhf'ki dk xgu vuqHko gqvk tc mUgksaus iqf"Vdj ,T;wds'ku
V™LV dh lnL;rk ,oa dkykUrj esa mldh izcU/k O;oLFkk dh ftEesnkjh
yhA O;klth us efgyk egkfo|ky; lapkyu gsrq i`Fkd ls ,d V™LV ^Jh
t;ukjk;.k O;kl f'k{k.k laLFkku* uke ls cuk;hA

Hkxor~ d`ik ls uFkkor O;kl izk s- vkj-ih- O;klth dk muds
ekrk&firk] cguksa&HkkbZ;ksa dk ifjokj cgqr fo'kkydk; jgk gSA mnkjpsrk
ukFkkor O;kl Jh vkbZnklth vkSj mudh LusgoRlyk Hkk;kZ] nsoh bUnjdkSj
ds thou dky esa gh la;qDr ifjokj esa lkS ds yxHkx lnL; FksA izks- vkj-
ih- O;klth lesr ikapksa HkkbZ;ksa ,oa rhu&rhu cguksa ,oa mudh larfr dks
feykdj ikfjokfjd lnL;ksa dh la[;k yxHkx rhu lkS rd gks xbZ FkhA

brus fo'kky uFkkor O;kl ifjokj ds lHkh lnL; ijLij lkSgknZ
vkSj esy&feyki ls jgs] izR;sd lnL; dh lq[k&nq%[k O;f"Vxr ugha vfirq
lef"Vxr jgsA ekaxfyd dk;ks± esa iwjs dqVqEc dh Hkkxhnkj lqfuf'pr gks
rFkk bl fo'kky ifjokj esa iYyfor&iksf"kr larfr Hkh ijLij ,d&nwljs ls
cjkcj lEidZ esa jgsA ,sls egŸk~ mÌs';ksa ls vuqizsfjr gks izks- vkj-ih-
O;klth us o"kZ 1980 bZ- esa vius Jºs; dhfrZ'ks"k ekrk&firk Jh@Jherh
vkbZnkl&bUnjdkSj dh Le`fr esa ,d ikfjokfjd V™LV dh LFkkiuk dhA bl
fo'kky dqucs ds lHkh ifjtu] bl V™LV ds lnL; gSaA V™LV dk izR;sd
dek≈ O;fDr izfrekg] ,d fuf'pr nj ls izfrekg pank nsdj V™LV dks
vkfFkZd voyEcu iznku djrk gSA V™LV dh vksj ls izfro"kZ nks lkeqfgd
Lusg&feyu ,oa HkksT; vk;ksftr fd;s tkrs jgs gSaA uxj ds vklikl fdlh
jef.kd /kkfeZd lkaLœfrd LFky ij vk;ksftr bu lkewfgd vuq"Bkuksa esa
dqVqEchtu ijLij ?kqy&feydj lkSgknZ iw.kZ <ax ls ifjokj fgr ds ukuk
izLrkoksa ij fopkj&foe'kZ djrs gSa_ ikfjokfjd leL;kvksa dk lek/kku

djrs gSaA [ksydwn vkSj fo|kvtZu esa fof'k"Vrk izkIr djus okys cky&xksiky
dks ikfjrksf"kd iznku dj mŸkjksrj izxfr gsrq vuqizsfjr fd;k tkrk gSA
inksUufr ,oa vU; fof'k"V lsok esa ;ksxnku djus okys lnL; dks ekY;ki.kZ
ls lEekfur fd;k tkrk gSA

lHkh efgykvks a ,oa iq#"k ,sls vuq"Bkuks a es a euksj atd [ksy&
izfr;ksfxrkvksa esa Hkkx ysdj iqjLd`r gksrs gSaA lkFk gh izR;sd lnL;ksa ds
izR;sd ekaxfyd voljksa ij V™LV dh vksj ls vkfFkZd vuqnku lg;ksx
fd;k tkrk gSA foxr 40 o"kks± ls ^Jh vkbZnkl Jhefr bUnjdkSj V™LV*]
vkt Hkh lfÿ; gSA dqVqEc dk ofj"Bre lnL; V™LV dh v/;{krk djrk
gS vkSj ;qok lnL; V™LV dk;Zÿeksa dh leqfpr O;oLFkkA

izks- vkj-ih- O;kl th us vius e;kZfnr vkpj.k] x`gLFkh dh /kqjh]
vUuiw.kkZ v/kk±fxuh lgpjh dk fo;ksx gykgy] egknso cu pqipki ih
fy;kA rhu&rhu fookfgr iq=ksa ds Hkjs&iwjs ifjokj ds lkFk&lkFk vki 300
lnL;h; bl fo'kky dqVqEc ds eqf[k;k Hkh vkthou cus jgsA vius e/kqj
laHkk"k.k ,oa gkl&ifjgkl iw.kZ lkSgknZ ls lHkh dk eu thr ysus okys] NksVs
cM+s lHkh ds pgsrs ^pkpk* Jh O;klth dks O;ogkj iq#"kksŸke dgsa rks
vfr';ksfDr ugha gksxhA

izs;l vkSj Js;l thou ds ukuk vk;keksa esa dhfrZeku LFkkfir vftZr
dj] uFkkor O;kl ifjokj dk ;'kLoh Hkh"efirkeg] bfrgkl iq#"k] yksdeaxy
dk vkxzgh] O;ogkj iq#"kksŸke egkeuk MkW- jkeizlkn th O;kl 93 o"kZ dh
'krk;qcsyk esa 25 tqykbZ 2013 dks viuk vorj.k dk;Z iw.kZ dj] eks{kxkeh
gq,A vkius vius uke ds vuq:i ^jke* (uke) vkSj fu%Js;l (ikjekfFkZd
mUufr) dk iFk iz'kLr djuk ;fn ml =s;k;qfx jke dk izkf.kek= ij
vuqxzg gS rks muds uke izlkn dh egŸkk dSls de gks ldrh gSA

vLrq] Js;l vkSj izs;l thou dh yksd;k=k ds cVksgh deZ;ksxh izks-
vkj-ih- O;kl th ds pj.kkjfoUn esa lJºs; iz.kfrikn fuosfnr gSA
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The Partition of Punjab-1947 & the Two
Worlds of A Class and Culture Divide

Raghuvendra Tanwar

Introduction :

The partition of the Punjab in its most basic form is a story
of unprecedented human displacement and forced migration.  It is
a story in which millions sought new homes in environments that
were alien and resistive.  More than being a story of a violent
divide based on faith and religion it is also a story of how a way of
life and ages of coexistence came to a sudden and dramatic end.

What this paper puts forth is that on the eve of its partition
and in the months that followed, there existed in the Punjab, a
demographic divide that drew the strength of its division as much
from religion as from culture, class and wealth.  This divide stands
out all the more when we observe the manner in which people
reacted to the execution of the partition plan as well as the impact
it left on their lives.

In other words, Punjab on the eve of its partition and the
months that followed was not one but two-Punjabs. On the one
hand, you have the vast majority of common people, on the second,
the small peasantry, petty traders, shopkeepers and those who
followed ancestral professions.  This vast majority had no idea of
what was happening and why it was happening.  Ignorant, fatalistic
and ridden with superstition, as this mass of humanity was pushed
around, it went along not knowing what lay in store.  No questions
were asked, no voices of protests were raised.  The other Punjab
was far less in terms of numbers. This was the wielders of
governmental authority, the owners of large land holdings, the

administrative intermediaries like zaildars and safedposhes, the
wealthy barristers of Lahore and Amritsar and of course the political
class of all kinds.  This demographic division, when observed
keenly thus appears more marked in terms of power, wealth and
status, rather than faith.

Even as this divide had been in existence for ages, the
partition and its process made this divide more evident. Not
surprisingly when we study important partition records and related
documents, the common thread that runs through shows, that the
element and nature of suffering and pain did not distinguish between
community to community.  If there was a difference it was a
difference that was the result of wealth, power and social
positioning.  An ordinary Muslim in this sense suffered a fate that
was very much similar to say an ordinary Sikh or a Hindu.

Much of Punjab's population in the 1940s comprised of small
land holders, who having lived together for long periods of time,
confronting collectively the problems of shared poverty and above
all the crushing weight of a feudal system that was in complete
harmony with the dictates of the well oiled and effective colonial
administrative system in Punjab.

This is not of course to suggest that the elements of suspicion
and distrust that had roots going back in the Punjab into the 17th
century had disappeared by the 1940s. Like in other parts of
colonial India in Punjab too, there were routine sporadic clashes
between communities, but the initiating causes in such clashes were
usually some petty local issues.  What is important however is that
very rarely did such incidents lead to wider unrest that threatened
co-existence or cause a complete disconnect with the past.

For most people even remotely connected with the partition
of Punjab, memories and common perceptions not surprisingly are
usually linked to death and destruction.  In all these years, I have
yet to come across a view that also remembers the Punjab's partition



as part of the broader political frame that included India's
independence and the struggle for freedom.

There are no exact figures of those who crossed the unnatural
border that divided the Punjab.  Neither do we have the correct
or even nearly correct figures of those that lost their lives - the
women who were abducted and  violated nor even, of the loss of
property and assets. Just as opinions are varied so have estimates.
C. N. Vakil the very eminent economist who contributed an
outstanding study, 'The Economic Consequences of the Partition
of India' (1959) suggests that about 6.5 million Muslims migrated
out of East Punjab, PEPSU, Delhi and Himachal.  Whereas about
6 million non-Muslims probably moved out of the West Punjab.
The estimate of those killed has varied from as little as 30,000 to
over 500,000. The generally accepted figure stands at between
500,000 to about 700,000. In terms of the financial impact, Vakil,
goes by the figure of about Rs. 1400 crores - the amount of loss
that was calculated as a claim by the government of India.
Incidentally, this figure was in line with the figures worked out by
the Shriomani Gurudwara Prabandak Committee as well.

While these figures obviously tell a story of their own, yet
the true story lies beyond the figures. The brutality, the sadism and
sexual molestation for example were mediums adopted not only to
emphasize vulnerability of communities but also to demonstrate
the incapability of men as protectors of their families.  The objective
of the communal violence was not only to remove the physical
presence of the other community but also the cultural presence as
well.  Insanity that was common place enabled people to freely
violate age old taboos and norms.  For the vast majority of ordinary
people the whole exercise was a mortified disaster as a letter
published in the Civil and Military Gazette in Sept., 1947 put it:

'See what has happened in the face of the mighty assurance
given by our leaders.  While the big guns have found new abodes

elsewhere without difficulty the poor and helpless who were
advised to stick to their homes have suffered.'

Those familiar with writings on the partition of Punjab may
have noticed that in the huge volume of literature that is available,
one thing is common to most studies of note. This is that, even as
studies may have drawn attention to invasions, conversions and
retaliations, the references to lives of ordinary people being
disrupted by communal strife to the extent that one or the other of
the communities had to leave an area because the dominant group
would not allow them to live in the area are few and scare, if at all.

It is important to understand that the Punjab was essentially
a rural province.  The region's social economic construct was
deeply based in a vigorous co-existence of the three major
communities - Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs.  Religion no doubt
divided people, yet tribal and caste ties had created an undercurrent
of affinity.  Through their rule in the Punjab the Colonial bureaucracy
remained conscious of this.  As Penderal Moon put it, "a vast
majority of Punjabi people were drawn from a similar racial stock,
spoke a common language and were (exceedingly) conscious of
being a Punjabi.

It is also important to note in the present context that in the
whole of pre 1947 Punjab, that is all 29 districts, there were
perhaps a mere handful of villages or rural hamlets that could be
claimed as their own exclusively by any of the three major
communities.  Villages as we know were known more by the
dominant caste that inhabited the village than by the faith of the
inhabitants.  This can be said even of today's Punjab, Haryana and
the West Punjab.  The Unionist party that had dominated the politics
of Punjab in the decade preceding its partition with all its flaws
had taken great pride in its politics of co-existence.  In the post
war months the Muslim League leadership strove hard to establish
the feeling that there had never been much in common among the
Punjabi society - a division had always been there.
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The complete and sudden disconnect with traditions of
coexistence if not harmony came to have huge implications in terms
of human lives and economic disruption.  A major part of this price,
I argue was paid by ordinary and marginal households.  What is
important to note is that in most cases those that suffered the most
were those that allowed their hearts to prevail over their minds.
While the mind asked people to leave homes and hearths and seek
safety in the numbers of one's own community, the heart ruled
otherwise.  This element of hope mislead the vast multitude of
ordinary Punjabi households into a belief that it was all a bad dream
and would soon be over.  To this element of false hope was added
more hope by conniving politicians and influential officials that the
ordinary, the less provided need not move.  This small section of
the influential and resourceful pretended to be one with the vast
majority of ordinary Punjabi's, but actually acted in great haste to
protect their own future.

Misleading Assurances

Attention needs to be drawn here to something which has
often been over sighted in writings on the partition of Punjab.  With
the exception of perhaps the senior Akali leaders, mainly Master
Tara Singh, everyone was giving reassuring statements that even if
the Punjab was partitioned, there would be no exchange of
population and certainly not property.  Tara Singh alone talked of
exchanging population with property, if partition was to come.  The
list of those that advised people not to panic as an exchange of
population was not planned or expected is long and includes not
just Gandhi and Nehru but virtually very senior Congress and
Muslim League leader of the Punjab. Throughout May and June,
1947, the Punjab was flooded with appeals directed at ordinary
families. As Jagat Narain put it: "it is the duty of every citizen to
stick to his home and maintain collective security and keep the
morale high…".

Most of the appeals and statements that followed the 23
June Joint Session of the Punjab Legislative Assembly that formally
accepted Punjab's partition said that things were heading towards
normalcy.  Bhimsen Sachar and Sardar Swarn Singh in a signed
statement said:

"Now that Punjab has been partitioned… the time has come
to concert efforts for protection of innocents… no reason now
remains for continuation of hostility…".

The senior Muslim League leader Mian Amiruddin also
Mayor of Lahore said:

'Now that the political struggle that led to all this turmoil has
come to an end with the three major parties accepting the British
award, the continuation of violence and lawlessness can only be
attributed to mischief'.

No Planning for Exchange of Population

As leaders continued issuing assuring statements, families
who were at heart disinclined to move in the first place took solace
from the assurances and chose not to move to safer environs, even
though such a decision was completely contrary to surrounding
realities.

Starting from the formal announcement of the partition plan
(3 June) virtually upto September, 1947, the idea that an exchange
of population needs to be planned was nonexistent.  The
Mountbatten Papers clearly establish that initially he (Mountbatten)
was keen to plan for exchanging population, but there was
opposition from the political leadership - not just Mahatma Gandhi
but Jawaharlal Nehru and Jinnah as well.

The Punjab Situation in After Transfer of Power is a 17 page
typed document of late August, 1947.  A part of the noting is by
Mountbatten himself in which, he deals with his effort of trying to
convince Nehru and Patel to plan for exchanging population.
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Thereafter, Nehru and Patel appear in a subsequent noting to have
agreed to planning protection and assistance to those who were
keen to move. Not surprisingly, the first meeting that formally
discussed the need to arrange for the exchange of population was
held only on 3 September, 1947.  It was held in Lahore and was
attended by Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan's Prime Minister
Liaquat Ali.

The Problem of Refugees and Scheme of Dealing with the
Punjab Refugees are two departmental notes that highlight on the
need for persuading people to return to their homes.  These notes
use as their source the assurances of senior Congress leaders who
had been saying that the exodus of population can be checked and
reversed.

This needs an emphasis because the vast majority of ordinary
people trusted their respective governments and leaders.  To those
who were less informed of the complexities and dimensions of the
partition plan in which the Punjab was just one component, the
actions of respective governments were understood as indications
that things would probably return to normal times and in any case
no displacement of population would be involved.  It was this
category of people who formed the vast majority of Punjab's
populace that paid the heaviest price.  The well connected and
resourceful by migrating in time were able to secure their assets.
There were of course exceptions. The vast majority of ordinary
people who stayed back had to simply leave everything behind
because they had no option, because when the time came to move,
the decision to do so was sudden.  There was no question of waiting
and watching. This happened on both sides and involved all
communities.

This element of suddenness partly explains the manner in
which a vast majority of Punjab's population felt betrayed, angry
and helpless.  With everything having been lost, human behaviour

and reaction raced to reach a new low, a level that hitherto had no
precedent.

To be uprooted from one's home and place of work is painful
enough in any circumstance rural or urban.  For the peasantry the
pain was magnified.  Rural households as those who have grown
up in rural environments would know, are built brick by brick,
with a small part being added from the small saving that may have
occurred in a crop season.  Peasant families were and are known
to nurture holdings, the wells, the village courtyards, with memories
being linked even to trees and live stock.  The pain and agony of
having to disconnect suddenly and just leave everything behind is
obviously difficult to describe.

Vakil notes that non Muslims vacated about 6.7 million acres
of land in the Western districts of which 4.7 million acres had
assured irrigation. The Muslim population that was displaced from
the eastern districts and PEPSU vacated about 4.7 million acres
of which a mere 1.3 million acres had irrigation.  These figures
reveal an important dimension of the economic impact and also
explain the pain, agony and frustration of millions of rural
households particularly the hard working Sikh peasantry that was
displaced from the lands that they had painstakingly worked into
fertility.

The Resourceful Moved Out In Time

By early 1947, as I see it there were as a result two kinds of
people in the Punjab.  Those that had migrated in time and by
choice and made the first and profitable selection of assets and
properties on the other side. On the other hand were those that
stayed back.  It was they who formed the vast majority that suffered
not only the worst of violence but also the worst of financial impacts.
By the time the actual migration started, the prime properties both
in rural and urban areas on both sides had already been taken
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over.  As one report put it: "I went to the Tehsil to seek a workable
piece of land but soon learnt that the good lands had already been
occupied by relations of the Patwaris, the Tehsildars and the highest
bidders".

It is interesting to note that as the first indications of the
trouble began to emerge on the horizon in the Punjab in 1946,
newspapers were flooded with advertisements seeking exchange
of properties in Delhi, Simla and Lahore. The advertisements
invariably included words like predominantly 'Hindu' or 'Muslim'.
The result was, by the time that partition actually came to be
implemented the resourceful and well connected had virtually
resettled.

In the months leading to and following the partition of Punjab
there had come into being a small section of people who focused
on grabbing by any means properties and assets of value, thus
creating an environment in which the burden of Punjab's partition
fell mainly to the share of the less fortunate.  This is something
upon which even Gandhiji commented in November, 1947.

This small privileged section of Punjab's population created
a peculiar situation for the manner in which they cornered
commodities of value.  The demand for items like Gold, Diamonds
and luxury goods had actually increased in the Punjab throughout
1946 and even 1947.  A report of The Tribune noted how in the
latter half of 1946 about 13,00,000 tolas of Gold were smuggled
into the Punjab from Belgium and France.  Acting under pressure
of the wealthy the Punjab government was forced to lift the control
on purchase of motor vehicles in April 1947.  There was a waiting
list of up to two years for American cars.  Cars that cost Rs. 10,000/
- were selling for upto Rs. 16,000/-.  The prices of Diamonds in
the Punjab had doubled in the six months period of January to
June, 1947.  So was the case with Gold which was quoting a rate
of Rs. 108/- per 10 grams.  The Hindustan Times reported that

Gold and Silver worth over Rs. 250/- crores had moved out of the
western districts in the last week of June (1947).  In today's terms
this would be of the value of Rs. 2,00,000 crore.  On the other
hand the prices of essential food items had increased 3 times in the
3rd week of August, 1947.

As items of mass consumption disappeared from the markets,
life for the ordinary became a struggle - pushing people to the
edge.  There was not surprisingly a complete disconnect not only
among the two classes of people but even more so with governments
both in Lahore and Delhi.

As Punjab Burns - New Delhi Hosts International
Conference

What could have been more ironical than the timing of the
Inter Asia Relations Conference hosted in New Delhi and
inaugurated on 23 March, 1947.  Throughout the first fortnight of
March, 1947, starting the 6th, major towns and villages across the
Punjab witnessed violence and arson on a huge scale. Amritsar,
Jullundur, Multan, Rawalpindi, Sialkot were up in flames.  Amritsar
alone saw 5000 houses being burnt down.  Even though the
government's figure of deaths in the March violence was 2049
killed, the Indian Annual Register put the deaths at 10,538 for
rural areas and 511 for urban areas.

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated the Conference
in New Delhi on 23 March.  Less than 100 kilometers away in the
small town of Hodal (Haryana) a massacre of Meos was underway
on the same day. There were serious riots in Delhi on the same
day as well.

As a report put it :

'Looking back it seems strange that the Conference passed
off in the happiest and euphoric mood… and nobody seemed to
remember the terrible killings.  The people of Delhi did not really
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understand… one cannot understand such things unless one has
lived through them.'

I have referred to this conference only to give an idea of
how distant the problems of the Punjab appeared to those in
positions of decision making in Delhi.  The Viceroy even hosted
his first spring garden party on 28 March (1947).  Even at the
peak of violence social events continued undisturbed with the
Viceroy usually playing frontal attendance at events in New Delhi
and Simla.

Two Ways of Life

A small example would serve to illustrate how the two
Punjabs coexisted.  Advertisements for dance lessons, spring flower
shows continued undisturbed and appeared alongside reports of
killings that were reported in March, 1947.  On 15th March, the
CMG reported on the Lahore Horse Racing event.  This was also
the day that mobsters burnt down 50 villages in Attock.

Across the world no doubt there was a huge shortage of
essential commodities in the post World War II years but Punjab
was in a critical condition with regard to supply of essential
commodities.  Be it cloth, kerosene or even the humble match
boxes everything was in short supply.  Disruption of commerce
and trade was of course the main reason for the food crisis that
followed the displaced population into East Punjab but there were
other reasons of equal importance.  The area under the staple grains
like wheat for example, was virtually double in the districts that
went to Pakistan's part of Punjab as compared to the East.

The most common complaint at the time was the pilfering of
supplies from government shops into the black market with
connivance of a corrupted system.  Prices of wheat, sugar, kerosene
and coal were manipulated by organized syndicates.  The more
serious issue that followed as a sequel was that across undivided

Punjab a great part of the food supply system and the government
controlled shops was in the hands mainly, of the Hindu traders.
Supplies were available but at prices which common people could
not afford.  Shameful fortunes were thus drawn from misery and
hunger.

The syndicates were known to purchase available stocks of
wheat at reported prices of about Rs. 9/7 annas per maund (40
kg) and resell at a profit or Rs. 2 per maund.   Several parts of
south-east Punjab saw famine like conditions during the months
following partition.  While the Kharif, the little that there was of it,
could not be harvested as fleeing families burnt it down, Rabi could
not be sown.

What further added to the crisis was that the government
replaced the monthly distribution of ration to weekly.   This meant
that a member of the family now had to spare four days in a month
to line up at the ration supply shop.  It further empowered the
shop owners.  The shortage of food grain reached such a critical
stage that the government had to provide armed guards for
protection of food stocks.  The traders and syndicates justified the
rise in prices on the ground that Banks had stopped financing them
and that insurance companies were refusing to insure their stocks.

Put together the circumstances were such that money and
connections alone directed the course of events.  With nothing to
lose people were easily driven to the edge.  Several Deputy
Commissioners noted how rumours of grain shortage were adding
to the tension.  An insightful letter to The Tribune from Jullundur,
explained how life had become virtually unlivable for the vast
majority of common people, so difficult that the slightest of
provocation led to clashes and bloodshed.  People had reached a
state where the concept of fairness had disappeared:

'People have lost faith in the government and also in each
other, social inhibitions have become irksome, social sanctions have
vanished…. This tendency is bound to lead to anarchy… .'
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'VIP' Culture Impacts Working

Nathu Ram an employee of the Dalmiya Company was given
for a short time the charge of the office of Chief Liaison Officer of
India in Lahore.  His duty was to assign transport to families whose
lives were in danger.  On 17th September (1947), Nathu Ram
was approached by a Muslim gardener who told  him that he had
with great difficulty and personal risk managed to protect and hide
20 Hindu girls for over 3 weeks.  Most of these girls had lost their
families.  Ideally this was a case where transport and escort should
have been provided on priority.  But Nathu Ram was unable to act
because the transport that was provided to him to arrange for such
evacuation had been assigned by him to move the house hold goods
of Diwan Ram Lal the newly appointed Chief Justice of the East
Punjab.

The second complaint against Nathu Ram noted that he was
approached by Ch. Faquir Mohammad the Zaildar of village Marh
Bhagawan (Sheikhupura about 25 kilometers from Lahore).  Faquir
Mohammad sought Nathu Ram's help to evacuate 45 Hindus and
Sikhs who he had been protecting in his haveli.  Once again Nathu
Ram was unable to provide transport or escort because the vehicles
at his disposal were assigned by him to transport the office records
of the Dalmiya Company from Dandot to Amritsar.

These are just two examples of how the implementation of
the partition affected people on the ground.  There must have been
thousands of similar cases. Indeed, in a greater or lesser degree
every town, every village must have had its own version of a Nathu
Ram.

In August, 1947 the Hindustan Times did a big story on how
about 10,000 well to do families from the western districts of
Punjab had virtually taken over Simla.  The report said that since
these families had sufficient resources they started a spree of buying
whatever consumer items were available, stocking up for the future.

The result was a shortage of virtually everything in the town.  As
the report said. As the less privileged also tried to reach Simla, the
government soon restricted entry.  Only the select were given the
required permits. Another report said:

'While Muslim Leaguers and Congressmen are drawing their
first dividends in the new dominions thousands and thousands of
their less fortunate brothers and sisters are pouring in homeless,
tired, hungry and stricken with disease.'

A report noted the situation in Delhi:

'A small section from Lahore seem but on a pleasure trip
despite the large number of Hindus and Sikhs in misfortune… a
casual glance at Delhi's cafes, restaurants and clubs gives the
impression of this class being completely divorced from misfortune.
It was this class that cornered vast properties and indulged in large
scale black marketing.'

Even though norms were worked out with regard to allotment
of properties but these regulations as countless reports show were
only for the ordinary.  Things got only further complicated as the
district level committees created for processing applications for
allotment of evacuee properties also had local leaders on them,
usually the MLAs of the area.  Noting how prime properties were
requisitioned by the government for official use but actually
transferred to influential people, one Makhan Singh Bajaj wrote:
"to add to the woes of refugees every device is being used to
fleece the last penny from the refugees that may have escaped the
searches of the Pakistanis".

Widespread Corruption in Resettlement

The first session of the East Punjab Legislative Assembly
met in Simla on 1 November, 1947.  On the face of it, convening
of the session was a sign that things had begun to limp back to
normal times.  But what came as surprise to observers and columnist
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of the time was that the first agenda taken up by the Assembly was
the Ministers and Legislators Salary Bill.

The Session is important also for the fact that several
members drew the house's attention to rampant corruption that
was prevailing among political leaders in connivance with the police.
The lone women member of the Assembly Shano Devi, cited several
examples of how influential people mainly politicians were interfering
in allocation of properties.  One member even said that funds
released for refugee rehabilitation were infact being used by
policemen and officers to purchase properties. The little silver and
gold that refugees had managed to bring along was being used by
families desperate for cash, to buy food and clothing.  Such families
were reported to be selling of small assets at a fraction of the
value.

Not surprisingly the proceedings of the first session of the
Punjab Legislative Assembly were compared by The Tribune with
a fish market.  The Pakistan Times dedicated an editorial to how
political leaders in the east Punjab and also in the west as well had
all entered into a - "shameless and bitter race to occupy offices of
influence and power".  Another report dwelt on how offices were
being auctioned and "there was opportunism in the air".

While going through the private papers of some Deputy
Commissioners at the Centre for South Asian Studies in Cambridge,
I was surprised and rather shocked by an entry made by P. Brenden
the Deputy Commissioner of Gurgaon (January 1945 to June 1947).
As he was about to leave India following his transfer, a important
political leader of the region invited him for lunch at the Imperial
Hotel in New Delhi.  This leader Brenden notes thanked him for
sending him to jail, because now the certificate of having been
imprisoned would be of great use in free India.

A very sensitive letter written to the CMG placed things in
clearer perspective.

'… leaders and the rich glibly talk of birth pangs none of
them have had even a pin prick leave alone the thrust of a dagger
indeed they have had nothing other than the finest material against
their abdomen, the moneyed have left long ago… only the ordinary
remain…. It is they who are being slaughtered… .'

The Punjab in the summer and autumn of 1947 thus appears
to have fallen into a rudderless uncontrolled drift.  Day after day
as headlines screamed of murder, arson abduction and rape the
Punjab appeared unmoved. Violent events quietly and quickly
became yesterday's news.  Horrific scenes that were enacted in
the lanes and bylines of Punjab's towns and villages with ordinary
households as key players.  Millions of Punjabis who until 1946-
47 had known of little other than hard work and toil realized that,
they did not have for the present the effort, understanding or the
resource to confront the crisis and restore some element of civil
and human sense.

Notwithstanding the several views that have been around
for years as to why and how so much went wrong, it can be said
that the dimensions of the disaster could perhaps have been lesser
in degree had ground realities been taken note of.  That the vast
majority of Punjab's populace simply found no place and context
in the execution of the partition plan led to the disaster as we know
it.  How little Delhi seemed to have understood the developing
crisis in the Punjab can be read in countless situations and
statements.

Let me give you one good example from a letter of Prime
Minister Nehru to Mountbatten:

'The statement of 3 June has had a sobering and calming
effect in most places.  Whether people like the decision or not
they accept them and have a general feeling that a settlement has
been arrived at.  The old tension is gone or is much less.  There is
no more talk, as there used to be of civil war and the like.'
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That this letter was written just a few weeks before the
outbreak of the violence is an irony in itself.

Prime Minister Nehru is Left Speeches

To conclude, I wish draw attention to an incident that to my
mind is reflective of how the millions of ordinary displaced families
perceived the partition of Punjab.

As the violence peaked in the end of August both Prime
Minister Nehru and Liaquat Ali decided to undertake a joint tour
for peace.  On 30 August as they moved from Okara to
Montgomery they came face to face with the largest foot convoy
of refugees recorded in history - stretching for 60 k.m. It comprised
of about 300,000 people.  Many of them were Sikhs who had
survived the Sheikhupura massacres.  Durga Das, who later
became Editor of the Hindustan Times and also compiled the
writings of Sardar Patel was then a young reporter.  He writes that
Nehru was deeply moved by the site of the convoy and the plight
of the people.  It was a sad sight.  The helplessness and anger of
the people was easily evident.

The report said that even as the families appeared to have
looked towards the vehicles of the convoy no one took note of the
Prime Ministers, to the extent that they seemed not even to have
recognized them.  The convoy was escorted by Gurkha and Dogra
troops and able bodied Sikhs who carried spears and kirpans.
Nehru wanting to show his concern moved towards a family and
asked them as to where they were from.  While the male members
of the family looked through and ignored the Prime Minister a old
woman counter questioned the Prime Minister.  In chaste rustic
Punjabi she said:

'If you wanted to partition Punjab why did you not arrange
for the exchange of population (pointing to her family she curtly
said) see what misery has come to us.'

Nehru stood speechless and still and continued looking at
the passing convoy.  It was then that Liaquat Ali, who by then had
moved to where Nehru was standing, held his hand and walked
him to his car.

New Delhi & Its Two Worlds - Race for Power & Office

(Shankar's Weekly, 10th October, 1947)

Reporting the Partition of Punjab : Reproduced from
Raghuvendra Tanwar, Reporting the Partition of Punjab. Press
Public & Other Opinions 1947, (Manohar New Delhi 2006 &

Vanguard Lahore 2006)
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